THE 1950s came to their close with a
season of little distinction for Chelsea,
who finished 18th in the First Division
table. A 1-0 win against Manchester
United at Old Trafford in August sug-
gested great things, but was followed seven
days later by a 3-0 reverse in the return
match at Stamford Bridge. This set the
pattern. By mid-November only four points
separated Chelsea in eighth place from
West Ham United at the top, but four
consecutive defeats ended any Champion-
ship aspirations.

Only three more League wins were
recorded in the next four months, and
relegation was avoided by no more than
three points. Equally dispiriting was our
E.A. Cup exit for the second year running
by 2-1 against Aston Villa here in the
fourth round after a 5-1 home victory
against Bradford.

Surprisingly, home “gates’ averaged
39,000, One reason Was undoubtedly
Jimmy Greaves, who followed his record-
breaking 32 League goals of the previous
season with another 20—five coming when
Preston were beaten 5-4 at Deepdale the
week before Christmas. With Peter Bra-
brook and Frank Blunstone the regular
wingers, there was no lack of support on
the flanks, but in the middle Greaves was
too often on his OWIL Charlie Livesey,
signed from Third Division Southampton,
never established himself at centre-forward
and in the deal which brought Johnny
Brooks from Tottenham 1O Stamford
Bridge in exchange for Les Allen Spurs
got much the better value.

For the second consecutive season morec
than 90 League goals were conceded,
including two sixes, a five, and five fours.
The defence of Reg Matthews, John and
Peter Sillett, Sylvan Anderton, John
Mortimore and Stan Crowther appeared in
at least half the games, but there was a lack
of class and cohesion.

Chelsea’s Reserves, however, Were Foot-
ball Combination Champions, and the
Juniors won the South-East Counties
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League for the fourth consecutive season.
But the most notable achievement Was the
winning of the F.A. Youth Cup. Preston
were our opponents in the Final, and after
a 1-1 draw at homse Bobby Tambling’s
hat-trick in a 4-1 second leg victory at
Deepdale brought us the Cup for the first
time.

At the season’s end Chelsea disbanded
their third team and withdrew from the
Metropolitan League after seven years,
with a consequent reduction in the pro-
fessional staff from 44 to 32.

In a vear which produced few milestones
at senior level, Terry Venables played his
first senior match away 1O West Ham in
February as a 17-year-old amateur and
Peter Bonetti made his debut at home to
Manchester City on April 2nd. Not only
did the new goalkeeper keep a clean sheet
(the score was 3.0), but his display earned
him a congratulatory handshake from his
opposite number, Bert Trautmanm.

That ecvening a newspaper headline
ventured “The Chelsea Cat looks a
Winner”. A prophetic forecast, indeed,
about the man who has since played more
games than anyone else for Chelsea.
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